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Independent Auditor's Report

HONORABLE KENNETH GOSS

ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF AND
EX-OFFICIO PARISH TAX COLLECTOR

Crowley, lLouisiana

I have audited the financial statements of the T'ax Collector Agency Fund of the Acadia
Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 1999, and for the year then ended, as listed in the table
of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Acadia Parish
Sheriff's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial
statements based on my audit,

] conducted my audit in accordance with gencrally accepted auditing standards and
Government Auditing Standards, 1ssued by the Comptroller General of the United
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An
audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as cvaluating
the overall financial statement presentation. 1 belicve that my audit provides a

reasonable basis for my opinion.

As described in note 1, the Acadia Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector for the
various taxing bodies within Acadia Parish, and the accompanying financial statements
present information only on his activities as parish tax collector. Further, the
accompanying financial statements have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and
disbursements which 1s a comprchensive basis of accounting other than gencrally
accepted accounting principles.



Acadia Parish Sheriff and
I:x-Officio Parish Tax Collector
Crowley, l.ouisiana

Independent Auditor’s Report,
June 30, 1999

In my opinion, the financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly the asscts and
liabilities arising from cash transactions of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Acadia Parish Sheriff
as of Junc 30, 1999, and the collections and distributions for the year then ended, on the basis of

accounting as described 1n note 1.

The year 2000 supplementary information on page 11 is supplementary information required by the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board. I have applied certain imited procedures, which consisted
principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the
Y car 2000 supplementary immformation. However, I did not audit the information and do not express an
opinion on it. In addition, I do not provide assurance that the Acadia Parish Sheriff is or will be year
2000 compliant, that the Acadia Parish Sheriff’s remediation efforts will be successful in whole or in part,
or that parties with which the Acadia Parish Sheriff docs business are or will become year 2000

comphant,

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also 1ssued reports dated September 21, 1999,
on the Acadia Parish Sherift’s compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts, and my consideration
of the agency’s internal control over financial reporting.

Ay A

West Monroe, Louisiana
September 21, 1999
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ACADIA PARISH SHERIFE
Crowley, Louisiana
TAX COLILLECTOR AGENCY FUND

Statement of Assets and Liabilities

Arising from Cash Transactions
June 30, 1999

ASSETS
Cash

LLIABILITIES
Duc to taxing bodics and others

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement,

Statement A

$749,277

$749,277




Statement B
ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF

Crowley, Louisiana
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND

Statement of Collections, Distributions,
and Unsettled Balances
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999

UNSETTLED BALANCES, JUNE 30, 1998 $536,245
COLLECTIONS
Ad valorem taxes:
Current year 0,768,525
Prior year 121,014
Ad valorem taxes paid under protest 170,255
State Revenue Sharing 1,204,252
Sportsman licenses 114,937
Parish licenses 129,769
Interest on:
Time deposits 20,133
Delinquent taxes 21,364
Protested taxes held in escrow 14,405
Tax notices, elc. 12,927
Grass liens 344
Refunds 20,090
Total collections 11,598,015
Total ,12*134260
DISTRIBUTIONS
Iouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 105,380
1.ouisiana Forestry Commission 4,913
l.ouisiana Tax Commission 4,361
Acadia Parish;
ASSCSSOr 565,089
Police Jury 2.376,049
School Board 4,884,923
Sheriff 1,329,474
Drainage districts 1,074,937
Hospital districts 126,497
IFire protection districts 568,089
Harbor and Terminal District 37,449
Pension funds 287,337
Refunds 19,885
Total distributions 11,384,983
UNSETTLED BALANCES, JUNE 30, 1999 _ $749,277

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.
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ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF
Crowley, Louisiana
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended June 30, 1999

1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the sheriff is the
cx-officio tax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distribution of ad valorem
property taxes, parish licenses, state revenue sharing funds, and angling, hunting, and trapping licenses.

A. REPORTING ENTITY

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(1D) requires the accounts of cach parish tax
collector to bc audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements
retlect the financial activity of the sheriff related onty to his responsibility as ex-officio
parish tax collector. Amounts included in these financial statements are also included in
the sheriff’s annual general purpose financial statements.

. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

The accounts of the parish tax collector are established to reflect the collections
imposed by law, the distributions pursuant to such law, and the unsettled balances due
various tax recipient bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have been
prepared on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognized when received and

distributions recognized when paid.

C. CASH

State law authorizes the sheriff to deposit tax collections, in intcrest bearing
accounts, with a bank domiciled in the parish where the funds are collected. Further, the
sheriff may invest these deposits in certificates of deposit or other investments permitted
by law. At June 30, 1999, the sheriff has cash and cash cquivalents (bank balances)
totaling $953,555. All cash is deposited in interest bearing demand accounts, and is
secured through $100,000 of federal deposit insurance and $1,936,250 of pledged
sccurities (market value) held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agency bank

(GASB Category 3).



ACADIA PARISH SHERIFI
Crowley, Louisiana
TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued)

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3)
under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 mmposes
a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities
within 10 days of being notified by the sheriff that the fiscal agent bank has failed to pay

deposited funds upon demand.

2, STATE REVENUE SHARING FUNDS

The revenue sharing funds provided by Act 63 of 1998 were distributed as follows:

Acadia Parish:
Police Jury
School Board
Assessment District
Drainage districts
Hospital districts
Harbor and Terminal District
Law Enforcement District

Commissions to sheriff’s General Fund

Pension funds

Total

3. TAXES PAID UNDER PROTEST

Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the time of payment of all taxes due,
may give notice to the tax collector of their intention to file suit for recovery of all or a portion of the
total taxes paid. Upon receipt of this notice, the amount paid shall be segregated and held by the tax
collector for a period of thirty days. If suit is filed within the thirty day period for recovery of such
amounts, the funds segregated shall be held pending outcome of the suit. 1f the taxpayer prevails, the tax
collector shall refund the amount due, with interest at the rate of two per cent per annum from the date
the funds were received by the tax collector. The following is a summary of the transactions relating 10

protested taxes:

$341,701
260,781
100,825
124,297
29,013
5,604
180,000
141,638
20,393

$1,204,252




ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF
Crowley, Louisiana

TAX COLLECTOR AGENCY FUND
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued)

. ... Additions . . ..

Balance Balance
July 1, June 30,

Tax Roll 1998 Taxes Interest  Reductions 1999
1994 $105,235 $3,031 $108.266
1995 136,297 3.926 140,223
1996 99.890 2,877 102,767
1997 90,176 2,598 92.774
1998 $170,255 1,973 172,228
Total $431,598  $170,255 $14.,405 NONE $616,258




SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULE

-10-



Schedule 1

ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF AND
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR
Crowley, Louisiana
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULE
As of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1999

YEAR 2000 ISSUE (Unaudited)

The year 2000 issue is the result of shortcomings in many electronic data processing systems and
other clectronic equipment that may adversely affect the government’s operations as early as fiscal ycar
1999. The Acadia Parish Sheriff has completed an inventory of computer systcms that may be affected
by the ycar 2000 issue and that are critical to conducting operations of the sheriff’s office. The sheriff
has identified the following system requiring 2000 remediation; ad valorem tax collection and distribution.
All testing and validation of this system has been performed.

Because of the unprecedented nature of the Year 2000 issue, its effects and the success of related
remediation efforts will not be fully determinable until the year 2000 and thereafter. Management cannot
assure that the sheriff is or will be Year 2000 ready, that the sheriff’s remediation efforts will be
successful in whole or part, or that parties with whom the sheriff does business will be year 2000 ready

11-



Independent Auditor's Reports Required
by Government Auditing Standards

The following independent auditor's reports on compliance and internal control are presented in

compliance with the requirements of Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General
of the United States and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of Louisiana
Certificd Public Accountants and the l.ouisiana Legislative Auditor.
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Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance
and Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

HHONORABLE KENNETH GOSS
Acadia Parish Sheriff and

x-Officio Parish Tax Collector
Crowley, 1.ouisiana

I have audited the financial statements of the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Acadia
Parish Sheriff as of and for the year ended June 30, 1999 and have issued my report
thereon dated September 21, 1999. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained
in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United
States.

Compliance
As part of obtaining rcasonable assurance about whether the Acadia Parish Sheriff’s

financial statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of its
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations and contracts, noncompliance
with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial
amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was
not an objective of my audit and, accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The
results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be
reported under Government Auditing Standards.

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing my audit, I considered the Acadia Parish Sheriff’s internal
control over financial reporting in order to determine my auditing procedurcs for the
purpose of expressing my opinion on the financial statements and not 1o provide
assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. My consideration of the
internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters n
the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A
material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of
the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that
misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements
being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in
the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 1noted no matters involving
the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that I consider to be

material weaknesses.

13-



Acadia Parish Sheriff and
Ex-Officio Tax Collector

Crowlcy, Louisiana

Independent Auditor’s Report on Compliance
And Internal Control Over Financial Reporting, etc,
June 30, 1999

This report is intended for the information of the Acadia Parish Sheriff. This 1s not intended to limn
the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record.

M/K/‘?—\
est Monroe, Louisiana
Scptember 21, 1999
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Schedule 2
ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF AND
EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR

Crowley, Louisiana

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs
JFor the Year Ended June 30, 1999

SUMMARY OF AUDIT RESULTS

1. The auditor’s report expresses an unqualified opinion on the financial statements of the
Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Acadia Parish Sheriff.

2. No instances of noncompliance material to the financial statements of the Tax Collector
Agency FFund of the Acadia Parish Sheriff were disclosed during the audit.

3. No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statements are reported
in the Independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting.

FINDINGS - FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AUDIT

None

_15-



Schedule 3
ACADIA PARISH SHERIFF AND

EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR
Crowley, Louisiana

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings
I‘or the Year Ended June 30, 1999

There were no audit findings reported in the audit for the year ended June 30, 1998.
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